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A New LookA New LookA New LookA New LookA New Look
With this edition of the San Antonio District’s “Stewart Title Talk”, you
will notice a new look.

Yes, Stewart has a new logo!  We’re really excited to share with you
our updated logo.  You’ll notice that not only has the logo and icon
been updated, but a new yellow color has been added as well.  You’ll
begin to see the new logo in our promotional and advertising material.
We hope you like our new look!
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information for you.  Make sure to add our website to your “favorites”!
In late January, we’ll begin the ST “Quizzies” contest to test your
knowledge about the District website.  More information to come . . .
be checking your e-mail!

We are also happy to announce that
the San Antonio Distr ict  websi te
(tx.stewart.com/sanantoniodist) has
undergone some renovation these
past few months.  We’ve updated the
format, added some new items, and
made it easier to load and navigate.  I
think you’ll like it!

The website has been designed to
promote our San Antonio Distr ict
agents ,  as  wel l  as  Stewart  T i t le
Guaranty, to provide tools for your
dai ly  use,  and to be a source of



Q. I’m sending out a document for
signature and acknowledge-
ment by a person in a foreign
country.  How am I going to get
this person’s signature properly
acknowledged?

A. For purposes of recording a
document in Texas, acknowl-
edgements taken outside the
United States or its territories
are generally covered by TEXAS
CIVIL PRACTICE & REMEDIES
CODE Sec. 121.001(c).  This
statute provides two basic
options for obtaining a valid
acknowledgement under these
circumstances.  The acknowl-
edgement can be taken at a
U.S. embassy or consulate in
the foreign  country.  Or, in the
alternative, the acknowledge-
ment can be taken by any
official of the foreign country
who, under the laws of that
country, is empowered to
administer an oath.

Q. Does it  help i f  the person
signing the document in the
foreign country is a U.S. citizen?

A. Yes, it definitely helps.  If the
person signing is an American
citizen, he or she can utilize the
most reliable option under Sec.
121.001(c), which is taking the
document to the nearest
American embassy or consulate
to be acknowledged there.

Q. What if the person signing is
NOT an American citizen?

A.  Your situation becomes more
complicated.  American embas-
sies and consulates generally
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limit their notarial services to
U.S. citizens living or traveling
abroad.  In order to have a
document acknowledged in a
foreign country for f i l ing in
Texas, persons who are not
American citizens must rely on
a qualified local official in the
foreign country.  This is a less
reliable option.  The person
signing must find a local notary
public, magistrate, commis-
sioner, or other official who
reads and understands the
English language.  The local
official must use the Texas-
form, English-language  certifi-
cate of acknowledgement on
the document as drafted and
cannot replace it with a foreign
language  certificate of any
kind.  I f  any part of the
certificate of acknowledgement
(or the official’s stamp or seal)
appears in a foreign language,
TEXAS PROPERTY CODE Sec.
11.002 requires that an
authenticated (sworn to)
Engl ish translat ion of the
foreign-language portion must
be attached to the document.
Otherwise, the document
cannot be validly recorded in
Texas.

Q.  What about American military
personnel overseas?  Are they
required to go to a JAG or
legal affairs officer to have
documents acknowledged?

A.   No, TEXAS CIVIL PRACTICE &
REMEDIES CODE Sec.
121.001(d) actual ly al lows
any commissioned officer of
the United States Armed

              See Great Question, page 3

If your company’s fiscal year
ended on December 31st, don’t
forget your Annual Audit Re-
port of Trust
(Escrow) Ac-
count is due
to the Texas
Department
of    Insurance
no later than
March 31st.
A copy of
your audit
must be mailed to TDI  by certified
mail, return receipt requested, at
the following address:

Texas Department of Insurance
Title Examinations
Mail Code 106-2T
P.O. Box 149104

Austin, TX  78714-9104

Remember to send a copy of your
audit report to each of your
underwriters.  Please mail Stewart
Title’s copy to:

Mr. Larry Davis
Stewart Title Guaranty Company
1980 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 900

Houston, TX  77056

REMINDER

Annual Audit ReportAnnual Audit ReportAnnual Audit ReportAnnual Audit ReportAnnual Audit Report
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Our office will be closed
March 29, 2002

in observance of
Good Friday.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

  Stewart TIPS Seminar        TLTA Seminars

     February 15 & 16, 2002                     January 11 & 12, 2002
           San Antonio, TX                TLTA Houston Regional Seminar

      Westin Galleria Hotel
          April 5 & 6, 2002              Houston, TX
             Houston, TX

      February  8 & 9, 2002
          May 3 & 4, 2002                  TLTA Dallas Regional Seminar
        Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX         Marriott DFW North

                Irving, TX
        August 2 & 3, 2002
             Lubbock, TX            March 4-8, 2002

 Land Title School of Texas
    Doubletree Hotel (North)
               Austin, TX

          March 4 & 5, 2002
                                                     Advanced Title Issues Seminar

    Doubletree Hotel (North)
               Austin, TX

Forces to take the acknowl-
edgement of a member of the
Armed Forces or of a
member’s spouse.  The certi-
ficate  of acknowledgement
should state that the person
signing the document was a
member (or spouse of a
member) of the part icular
service branch at the time
when the acknowledgement
was taken.  No seal of office is
required to be used by the
off icer administer ing the
acknowledgement.  The officer
taking the acknowledgement
must simply indicate his or her
rank (lieutenant or higher) and
branch of service.
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“To set and

work toward

any goal

is an act of

courage.”

~First Things First Everyday~
Covey, Merrill, Merrill

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Mark your calendar!
Stewart Title is busy finalizing plans for the 2002 TIPS (Title
Insurance Professional Service) seminar series.  This year the
seminars wil l  be held in San Antonio, Houston, Dallas, and
Lubbock.  The seminar in San Antonio is scheduled for February
15 and 16.

Topics will include:

TDI Update

Escrow Agreements

Surveys & Express Insurance

Making Proper Exceptions and Requirements

Rates and Procedural Rules

Home Equity and Manufactured Housing

It’s a great way to gain some knowledge and earn those all
important CE hours!  Invitations will be mailed next week so make
sure you RSVP!  We look forward to seeing you there!
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♦♦♦♦♦



TLTA’S LAND TITLE SCHOOL
MARCH 4-8, 2002

The Land Tit le School  of  Texas and the Advanced Tit le Issues Seminar,  held in
conjunction with the Land Tit le School, wil l  be held the week of March 4-8, 2002.
Stewart Tit le Guaranty Company wil l  be hosting a dinner for the attendees.  The
dinner will be on Monday, March 4, 2002.    Look for your Invitation in the mail!

Did you know . .  .

New Braunfels was established
in 1845 at  a  s i te  on Comal
Creek  selected by Prince Carl
of Solms-Braunfels, commis-
s ioner  genera l  of  the
Adelsvere in  organizat ion.
Inspired by what he had read
about  Texas,  Pr ince Car l
founded the organizat ion,
which established colonies in
the new Texas republ ic and
sponsored the emigration of
German artisans and peasants
to inhabit them.  Nicolaus Zink
led the f i rst  wagontra in  of
German sett lers to the site,
where the arr iv ing fami l ies
received town lots and ten-acre
farm plots.  The settlement was
named for Braunfels, Pr ince
Carl’s ancestral castle on the
Lahn River in the German state
of Wurttemberg.  By 1850, New
Braunfels was estimated to be
the fourth largest town in Texas.

Nearly three out of four Americans
expect to get a tax refund this year.
About a third will spend or save their
refunds wi th in  a  week,  and 69
percent wil l  have used the money
within 30 days.

Instead of splurging this year, make
that little extra go a little further.  This
year, why not:

Invest it in a tax-deferred retirement
account.  Last year the average refund was about $1,542.
If you put that amount in a retirement account with an
average annual return of 10 percent, you’ll have $10,374 in
20 years.

Put it toward meeting your financial goals.  The money could
get you started on that down payment on a house or a new
car, or even a college savings fund for the kids.

Set up an emergency fund.  It’s always a good idea to have
an emergency fund for unexpected expenses.

Give some to charity.  Share the wealth with a good
cause.  Besides, you could get a deduction on next
year’s taxes.

-adapted from the Atlanta Journal and Constitution

Getting a Tax Refund?


