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TDI News
Texas Department of Insurance Commissioner Jose Montemayor has finally is-
sued his order for the rate portion of the 2000 title insurance hearing.  All title
insurance premium rates for the new endorsement forms are effective
November 1, 2002.  Even though the forms have already been approved effec-
tive April 4th, you still may not charge a premium for the new endorsements until
November 1st.  Along with the new endorsement rates approved, the Schedule of
Basic premium rates  was also reduced by 6% for all title insurance policies.  You
will find a copy of the new Rate Schedule attached to this newsletter.

The order sets the rates for the following endorsement forms:

First Loss Endorsement $25
Last Dollar Endorsement $25
MTP Aggregation Endorsement $25
Planned Unit Development Endorsement $25
Restrictions, Encroachments, and

Mineral Endorsement - Residential 5% of the Basic Premium
Restrictions, Encroachments, and

Mineral Endorsement - Non-residential 10% of the Basic Premium
Supplemental Coverage Manufactured

Housing Unit Endorsement $50

A chart outlining all of the Endorsement forms available is also attached.  You can
also get a copy of the chart from our website at www.stgsanantoniodistrict.com.
If you would like a copy of Commissioner Montemayor’s order, you can find it on
the Department of Insurance website at www.tdi.state.tx.us.

San Antonio District Office
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www.stewart.com
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evcantu@stewart.com

TX Underwriting Counsel
Richard Black
rblack@stewart.com
(800) 252-9229

John Rothermel
jrotherm@stewart.com
(800) 292-5712

George Barnett
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(800) 729-1900
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(800) 292-5712

Forms & Information
stgforms@stewart.com
(800) 729-1901

Agency Accounting
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http://sitebuilder.stewart.com/download/stgsad/docs/ins.pdf
http://sitebuilder.stewart.com/download/stgsad/docs/endorse.pdf
http://www.stgsanantoniodistrict.com
http://www.tdi.state.tx.us


Calendar
of

Events

TLTA Meetings

October 8 & 9, 2002
Austin Regional Seminar
Renaissance Austin Hotel

Austin, TX

November 13, 2002
Policy Training A-Z

Austin Omni Downtown
Austin, TX

December  5 & 6, 2002
Texas Land Title Institute

Hyatt Hill Country in San Antonio
San Antonio, TX

January 10 & 11, 2003
Houston Regional Seminar

Inter-Continental Hotel
Houston, TX

February 7 & 8, 2003
Dallas Regional Seminar

Sheraton Grand Hotel
Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX

March 3-7, 2003
TLTA Land Title School

Austin Airport Marriott South
Austin, TX
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who’s working for you . . .

Shirley Mendelson

Shirley joined Stewart Title as an Underwriting Counsel in August of 2001.
She has 16 years experience in the title industry as a general counsel for a
large metropolitan agent.  She also has previously worked as an underwrit-
ing and claims attorney for two national underwriters in Texas.

Where did you grow up?

I grew up in Stephenville, Texas.

What is your job function?

I am one of five Underwriting Counsels for Stewart Title.  I provide
underwriting support for the independent agents across the state of Texas.

What did you want to be when you grew up and why?

I wanted to be an attorney when I grew up.  My mother worked in the
county courthouse when I was a child.  I used to go into the district
courtroom and bang on the piano.  (I don’t think they have a piano in
the courtroom anymore!)

Tell us about your family?

I am married to Roger, a physician and a Model A Ford enthusiast.  We
have a 10 year old son, Ben, who is a Cub Scout.  We enjoy traveling
and attending Model A Ford events.  We also do a lot of kids stuff with
Ben.

What are your hobbies or outside interests?

I enjoy genealogy, reading, antiques, and jogging.

What was your first job?

My first job was as a secretary and bookkeeper for Supreme Beef
Company in Dallas.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

What would you do if you won the lottery and why?

If I won the lottery I would definitely spend August in Paris because it’s
beautiful that time of year.



Our office will
be closed

November 28, 2002
November 29, 2002

and

December 24, 2002
December 25, 2002

Insured Closing Letter
Website

If you’ve been preparing your
Insured Closing Letters on-line,
then you’ve probably noticed
that the IP address for our site
has changed.  The new site is
https://www.stewarticl.com.  If
you have previously saved the
old address in your favorites,
you will want to delete that one
out of favorites, type in the new
address and save it in your fa-
vorites.  If you type in the old
address without the “https://”, it
will go to the old site, but then
will automatically transfer you to
the new site.

Fourth Quarter 2002

It’s that time of the year again!  Any funds, including escrow account funds,
which have not been claimed and for which there has been no activity or
contact with the owner for three years must be reported and remitted to the
State Treasury by November 1st.

The Report to the State Treasury should be completed if your office has
unclaimed property (escrow funds) and:

1. the party to whom the funds belong cannot be located,
2. the funds have been inactive for more than three years, and
3. the owner of the funds is not under dispute.

It is the responsibility of each agent to attempt to locate the proper owners
prior to completing the report.  The Treasury also requires all holders to
retain records of unclaimed property for 10 years after the property was
reportable.  If you need a copy of the reporting instructions or forms, you
can contact the State Treasury’s office at (512) 463-6060.

Escheat Report

A lot of our agents are opting to save time, space, and be more efficient by
utilizing the electronic endorsement feature in our Aim For Windows (AFW)
system.  Instead of keeping all of the many endorsement forms on hand,
they simply select the endorsement they want to print from the menu of
forms.  This means no getting up and going to the typewriter to type the
form, and it saves a lot of space that normally would be storing endorse-
ment forms.

If you are currently on AFW and have not yet signed up for electronic
endorsements, here’s what you need to do.  Contact my assistant Eve, and
tell her you’re interested in utilizing electronic endorsements.  She’ll send
you an amendment to be signed.  After the paper work is done, we’ll get
you set up within the Aim system by activating the endorsement forms.

Electronic Endorsements



On the road
again . . .

Uvalde, Texas

Did you know that Reading
W. Black founded this town
in 1853 and named it
Encina?  Three years later
it became the county seat
and was renamed Uvalde
for Juan de Ugalde, the
Spanish governor who led
troops to victory over 300
Apaches in a 1790 battle
at Sabinal Canyon.  A post
office opened in 1857, and
the Galveston, Harrisburg &
San Antonio Railway
reached here in 1881.
Uvalde was incorporated in
1888 with a population
nearing 2,000.  John Nance
“Cactus Jack” Garner, who
served 15 terms in Con-
gress, and two terms as
Franklin Roosevelt’s vice
president, first came to
Uvalde in 1890.  He moved
back after retiring from pub-
lic office in 1941.  Another
famous Uvalde resident
was Dale Evans, born here
in 1912.

Fourth Quarter 2002

Prevent Spam E-mail
Are you getting unsolicited mail that’s
more trouble than it’s worth?  Spam e-
mail can clog up your Inbox, waste your
time and space in your mailbox.  Here
are some things you can do to get rid of
junk mail.

The first thing to realize is that there are
several different sources of junk mail, and
there are different things you have to do for each of them.  Some companies
maintain their own lists, like local merchants who like to send out periodic
reminders, and the national firms that send out twice-weekly piles of adver-
tising to all postal patrons.  The two big national firms are ADVO
(“ShopWi$e”), and Harte Hanks (“Potpourri”).  Another company is Val-
Pak.  Not only do these companies keep you on their mailing list, they also
sell their list to other companies.  A Federal law passed in 2000 says that
you have the right to tell companies not to sell your name.

Following are some tips that will help you prevent the amount of spam you
receive.

• Don’t post your e-mail address on any website.
• Don’t give your address out in online order forms, chat rooms,

newsgroups, etc.
• Don’t reply to e-mail instructing you to reply with the word

“remove”.
• In many cases, the fastest, most efficient way to handle spam is to

just delete the e-mails without acknowledging their receipt.

For additional information about how to prevent spam, go to:

www.cauce.org/about/resources.shtml
www.cauce.org/about/problem.shtml (a clear statement of the

problem)
www.brightmail.com
http://spamcop.net/ (Free spam reporting and handling tools.)
www.claws-and-paws.com/spam-l/index.html (SPAM-L list-serv.)
www.Cnet.com (search on “spam”)

E-Outlook, September 2002


